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CONPIDENTIAL STATE 177840 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, SO, US 

SUBJECT: U.S. SUPPLY OP ARMS TO SOMALIA 

1. AF/E DIRECTOR POST BRIEPED KENYAN AMBASSADOR MBOGUA 
JULY 27 ON U.S. DECISION QUOTE IN PRINCIPLE UNQUOTE TO 
SUPPLY ARMS TO SOMALIA TO PILL GAPS IN SOMALIA'S DEPENSIVE 
STRUCTURE. HE STRESSED THAT U.S. WOULD SEEK ASSURANCES 
PROM SOMALIA AGAINST USE OUTSIDE ITS BORDERS OF 
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ANY US-SUPPLIED ITEMS. U.S. WOULD BE MOST INTERESTED IN 
SUPPLYING ITEMS WHICH NOT READILY SUSCEPTIBLE TO USE 
OUTSIDE SOMALIA'S BORDERS. HE EMPHASIZED THAT, CONTRARY 
TO REPORTS EMANATING FROM ADDIS ABABA ALLEGING USE BY 
SOMALI IRREGULARS IN OGADEN OP U.S. EQUIPMENT, U.S. HAS 
NEVER SUPPLIED ANY ARMS TO SOMALIA AND MUCH REMAINS TO BE 
DONE BEPORE PRESENT DECISION IN PRINCIPLE CAN BE IMPLEMENTED. 
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2. MBOGUA EXPRESSED THE FEAR THAT IF SOMALIA IS SUCCESSFUL 
IN OGADEN, THEY WOULD THEN TURN ON NORTHEAST PROVINCE OF 
KENYA. HE NOTED THAT SOMALIA HAS NOT RENOUNCED ITS CLAIMS 
TO THAT AREA. POST EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING OE KENYAN 
EEARS. HE SUGGESTED THAT A LESSENING OF SOMALIA'S RELIANCE 
ON SOVIETS AND CONCURRENT GROWTH OE THE SOMALI RELIANCE 
EOR SUPPORT ON COUNTRIES FRIENDLY TO KENYA COULD ENHANCE 

LEVERAGE OE LATTER IN EAVOR OE GREATER ACCOMMODATION 
BETWEEN SOMALIA AND KENYA. HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT SOMALI 
PREOCCUPATION WITH THE OGADEN WOULD NOT CEASE IE CONTROL 
OE THAT AREA WERE SUCCESSEULLY WRESTED EROM ETHIOPIA. 

SINCE ETHIOPIA UNLIKELY TO ACCEPT LOSS OP OGADEN, RATHER 
THAN LOOKING TOWARD NORTHEAST PROVINCE OP KENYA 
SOMALIS WOULD HAVE TO PAY EVEN GREATER ATTENTION TO OGADEN 
WHICH ETHIOPIANS WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY SEEK TO RECONQUER. 

3. MBOGUA SPOKE OP INCREASING SENSE OP ISOLATION OP 
KENYA WITH SPECIPIC REPERENCE TO HOSTILE ATTITUDES OP 
TANZANIA. HE INQUIRED IP SUBJECT OP RELATIONS BETWEEN 
KENYA AND TANZANIA WOULD BE RAISED WITH PRESIDENT NYERERE 
DURING HIS STATE VISIT. POST REPLIED THAT FOCUS OF 
NYERERE VISIT WOULD CLEARLY BE ON SOUTHERN AFRICAN ISSUES. 
HOWEVER, HOPEPULLY VISIT WOULD IMPROVE US ABILITY TO 
CONSULT WITH TANZANIA ON A VARIETY OP ISSUES, WHICH AT 
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SOME APPROPRIATE TIME COULD INCLUDE MENTION 
OP OUR HOPE THAT OUR TWO GOOD FRIENDS IN EAST APRICA WOULD 
AGAIN BECOME PRIENDS. HE ALSO EXPRESSED HOPE THAT KENYA'S 
SENSE OP ISOLATION WOULD BE SOMEWHAT RELIEVED BY GROWTH 
OP TIES WITH SUDAN AND WOULD HOPEPULLY BE FURTHER ALLEV- 
IATED IP REORIENTATION OP SOMALIA'S FOREIGN POLICY 
PERMITTED GREATER ACCOMMODATION BETWEEN SOMALIA AND 
KENYA. 

4. REVERTING TO QUESTIONS OP WESTERN SUPPLIES OP ARMS TO 
SOMALIA, MBOGUA INQUIRED IP BRITISH, FRENCH, SAUDIS AND 
OTHERS HAD SAME INTENTION AS US OP LIMITING THEIR 
SUPPLIES TO DEFENSIVE ITEMS. POST REPLIED THAT WE HAVE 
CONSULTED ALONG THESE LINES WITH OTHER ACTUAL AND 
POTENTIAL SUPPLIERS TO SOMALIA. WE HAVE POUND THAT 
BRITISH, PARTICULARLY, SHARE OUR CONCERN THAT NO ARMS 
SUPPLIED TO SOMALIA SHOULD BE USED AGAINST KENYA AND 
BRITISH WOULD REQUIRE PIRM ASSURANCES PROM SOMALIS TO 
THIS EPPECT. MBOGUA EXPRESSED SOME RESERVATIONS ABOUT 
BRITISH ATTITUDE, ASSERTING THAT THERE WERE STILL 
MANY BRITISH PROM PORMER COLONIAL SERVICE WHO PELT IT 
WOULD BE RIGHT EOR SOMALI-INHABITED PARTS OP KENYA TO GO 
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TO SOMALIA. POST EXPRESSED DOUBT THAT SUCH INDIVIDUALS 
WERE IN POLICY-MAKING POSITIONS IN BRITISH GOVERNMENT. 

VANCE 
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